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Early Years:

From 208 B.C.E. to 

1428 C.E. -  
Vietnam struggles for and wins its independence from China.

1627 -      
Alexander de Rhodes, French missionary, adapts Vietnamese



language to Roman alphabet. Paving the way for further French



involvement in Vietnam.

1820 -       
Captain John White of Salem, Massachusetts, is the first



American to set foot in Vietnam.

1843 -      
Permanent French naval fleet deployed in Asian waters.

1861 -     
 French capture Saigon.

1883 -      
French "protectorates" over Annam and Tonkin, and rules



Cochin China as a colony.

1887 -      
France creates Indochinese Union composed of Cochin China,



Annam, Tonkin, and Cambodia.

1890 -      
19 May - Ho Chi Minh (Nguyen Ai Quoc) is born in Tonkin.

The Twentieth Century:

1914 -      
World War I breaks out in Europe.

1919 -      
Ho Chi Minh attempts to petition President Woodrow Wilson at the 


Versailles peace conference seeking self determination for Vietnam. 



Wilson rebuffs him.

1920 -      
Ho joins the newly formed French Communist Party.

1924 -      
Ho leaves Paris for Moscow, becomes a full-time agent of Communist 


Party.

1930 -      
Ho and comrades form Indochinese Communist party in Hong Kong.

1940 -      
France surrenders to Germany and works with Japanese occupation of 


Vietnam.

Modern Period:

1941 - 1945 - 
Viet Minh and U.S. are allied in fight against Japan. Viet Minh and O.S.S. 


forces rescue American pilots.

1945 -      


Ho Chi Minh proclaims independence of Vietnam and founds Democratic 



Republic of Vietnam. Makes bid for U.S. support.

The Truman Years :

1946 - 

Truman supports French effort to re-establish colonial control with U.S. 


military aid to our French ally. Ho is described as a Communist, and 


therefore, not a nationalist. Cold War begins.

1948 -       
French create "State of Vietnam" with Bao Dai as head.

1949 -      
Chinese Communist victory in China. "Who lost China?"

1950 -       
U.S. recognizes Bao Dai's state. U.S. gives direct economic and



military aid grants to French in Indochina. Korean War begins.

[image: image1.wmf]
The Eisenhower Years :

1953 - 
Korean War armistice. Eisenhower appoints Dulles Secretary of 
State.

1954 -
Dien Bien Phu falls. Geneva Conference. Diem appointed 
premier by Bao Dai after U.S. intervention. Division of Vietnam 
at 17th parallel pending national elections.

1955 -
U.S. direct aid to Diem. Diem proclaims "Republic of Vietnam".


National elections are canceled. Fear that Ho Chi Minh would 
win is cited.

1956 -
RVN issues Ordinance 6 permitting arrest and detention of 
anyone deemed dangerous to security.

1960 - 
NLF created. 900 U.S. military personnel in Vietnam.
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The Kennedy Years :

1961 - 
Military aid and advisers expanded under Kennedy. 


3,200
U.S. military personnel in Vietnam.


 

1962 -
"Military Assistance Command, Vietnam" under General Paul


Harkins. Strategic-hamlet program. Green Berets.


11,300 U.S. military personnel in Vietnam.

1963 -
Buddhist riots. Martial law proclaimed throughout country. 


Lodge replaces Ambassador Nolting. U.S. encourages attempts to 
dump Diem. Military coup kills Diem and his brother. 


JFK assassinated. 


16,300 U.S. military personnel in Vietnam.
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The Johnson Years :

1964 -
Political and military instability in Republic of Vietnam. 
Neutrality movements develop. CIA attacks on the DRV are 
authorized using mercenaries and ARVN troops.


Westmoreland replaces Harkin at MACV.


Taylor replaces Lodge as ambassador. 


Tonkin Gulf Incidents alleged. U.S. bombs DRV in "retaliation".


23,300 U.S. military personnel in Vietnam.

1965 - 
Pleiku attack leads U.S. to bomb DRV and the start of Operation 
"Rolling Thunder". Introduction of U.S. Marines as combat units.


Vietnamese military controls government of RVN. 


Continued instability in RVN. Lodge replaces Taylor.


184,300 U.S. military personnel in Vietnam.

1966 -
Generals Ky and Thieu are formally embraced by Johnson.


Use of B-52's begins against DRV.


Americanization of war effort is complete.


385,300 U.S. military personnel in Vietnam.


6,053 Americans die in Vietnam in this year.

1967 -
Ellsworth Bunker replaces Lodge.


Military operations by U.S. escalate.


Eugene J. McCarthy announces anti-war candidacy.


485,300 U.S. military personnel in Vietnam.


11,058 Americans die in Vietnam this year.

1968 -
Tet Offensive undermines U.S. predictions of victory.


New Hampshire primary shows "dove" support.


RFK enters Presidential race.


Clark Clifford replaces McNamara at DOD.


LBJ quits.


Paris Peace Talks begin.


Abrams replaces Westmoreland.


U.S. bombing of DRV halted.


Nixon wins election.


U.S. military personnel in Vietnam nears peak of 542,400.



16,511 Americans die in Vietnam this year.

The Nixon Years :

1969 -
Peace talks continue. Nixon withdraws troops under program of 
"Vietnamization". The war continues. U.S. military forces are 
suffering major discipline problems. Massive anti-war protests 
throughout U.S. and in Washington, D.C. POW issue politicized.


Nixon relies on increased air power role. Automated warfare.


474,000 U.S. military personnel in Vietnam.


11,527 Americans die in Vietnam this year.

1970 -
U.S. forces invade Cambodia.


U.S. resumes bombing of DRV.


Massive protests across the nation. Kent State University and 
Jackson State College. 


Anti-war sentiment grows. Air power role increases.


335,800 U.S. military personnel in Vietnam.


6,065 Americans die in Vietnam this year. 

1971 - 
Massive anti-war protests. Pentagon Papers, the secret history 
of U.S./Vietnam decision-making, are released. Negotiations 
appear stalled. Kissinger trip to China. Massive bombardments 
of Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia.

1972 -
Aerial bombardment continues. Election campaign. McGovern. 
Watergate. Negotiations pressed with Chinese and Russian 
diplomatic pressure on DRV. Massive bombardment of DRV's 
Hanoi-Haiphong area at Christmas period.

1973 - 
Nixon announces negotiated settlement. POW's return.


Last U.S. troops depart.


Ambassador Martin replaces Bunker.


Watergate scandal continues.


U.S. continues to aid Thieu-Ky regime. Fighting continues.

1974 -
Nixon resigns Presidency in August facing certain impeachment 
over Watergate. Ford attempts to support Republic of Vietnam 
with money. Congress cuts funds. Fighting continues.

The Ford Years :

1975 -

NLF and PAVN forces move against ARVN. Collapse spreads. 




US refuses to intervene. Thieu flees. U.S. retreats from roof of the 


U.S. Embassy. Fighting stops and Vietnam War ends with a 



Communist victory. Millions of Vietnamese died as a result of the 


American intervention, which prolonged the war but did not alter 


the outcome. 58,000 Americans died in the war.

It is very difficult to follow any of the discussions of the Vietnam Conflict without an accurate glossary of terms. Very few Americans knew what the following words meant. The Pentagon and the White House did know. The government of the United States did not want to clarify any of the following terms. If it clarified the terms, most Americans would not have supported the war effort. This list is not a complete glossary, but most decent books on the Vietnam Conflict provide a glossary. Consider the following a beginning.

Glossary of Terms:
ARVN - 
Army of the Republic of Vietnam (South) - Regular army units 


of the south. This army was completely subsidized by the U.S.

Casualty -
A person who is either wounded or killed in action. This general 


category can include prisoners and those who later die of their 


wounds. (Physical and psychiatric trauma.)

CIA - 

Central Intelligence Agency of the United States. Intelligence 


gathering and secret (covert) operations arm of the United 



States Executive branch. Spies, analysts, assassins and saboteurs.

CINCPAC -
Commander in Chief, Pacific. Overall commander of all U.S. 
forces in the Pacific, including Vietnam. This is a U.S. Navy controlled command based in Hawaii. Admiral Ulysses S. Grant Sharp was the commander in 1964. This command controlled DeSoto patrols.

DeSoto Patrol – United States Navy intelligence gathering operations to locate and activate DRV electronic radar and air defense installations. This information could be used to launch air 
strikes against DRV or simply harass them and keep them off balance. Also used against People's Republic of China. The U.S.  destroyer. Maddox  was conducting this operation on 2 August 1964. Sometimes written DESOTO.

DMZ -
Demilitarized zone along the 17th parallel dividing South 
Vietnam from North Vietnam. DRV from RVN. Originally 
intended as a temporary dividing line, not a formal border 
between two sovereign nations.

DRV - 
The Democratic Republic of Vietnam. Based in the northern part of Vietnam, it claimed to represent all of Vietnam. The United 
States called it the government of northern Vietnam and referred to it as "North Vietnam", but did not have diplomatic relations with it. Ho Chi Minh, a communist and a nationalist, was the leader of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. His claim, like Lincoln's in the American civil war, was that he was the legitimate leader of all of Vietnam. Hanoi was the capital. The U.S. Navy fleet positioned off of its shores was called “Yankee Station.”

GVN - 
Government of Vietnam (Saigon) (South). See RVN.

KIA - 
Killed in action. Designation for the known dead resulting from a combat situation involving hostile fire. (Not an accidental death nor a disease related death.)

KIA/BNR -
Killed in action, but body was not recovered. Pilots of exploded aircraft fit this category. Aircraft pilots lost over sea or over deep jungle. Some infantry personnel with total destruction of corpse. (MIA and MIA/POW figures are converted to this status at the end of the war.)

MAAG - 
U.S. Military Assistance Advisory Group. Reorganized in 1962.

MACV - 
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam. It was a U.S. Army 
controlled force. General William Westmoreland was the 
commander in 1964. This command controlled Operation Plan 
34A activities.

Military-Industrial Complex -  The political and economic group of supporters 
of a militarized foreign policy, which has great influence in the 
formation and presentation of American foreign and domestic 
policy. This group includes: military defense contractors, oil 
companies, the Pentagon, labor unions, news media, veterans 
groups, retired military personnel, and international corporations. 
They are supported by the “defense” budget and the “defense” 
budget supports them. Pretends to be “patriotic” and loves to 
defend “patriotism,” as defined by a pro-militarism ideology.  


Cf. President Eisenhower’s “Farewell Address,” January, 1961.

MIA -
Missing in action. Designation for a person who can not be 
accounted for in any other way after a combat situation. This 
includes deserters and A.W.O.L. (Absent Without Leave).

MIA/POW - Missing in action, but assumed to be a prisoner of war. This is a 
dubious category, since one side does not know, if the other side 
captured the missing person and/or recovered their remains.

NLF - 
National Liberation Front - This was the umbrella organization 
of opposition to the Saigon based regime of Diem. The NLF 
wanted to liberate the southern area of Vietnam from 
occupation 
by the Americans and their Vietnamese 
collaborators. The 
organization was a coalition of opposition to Diem. It had 
Communist Party leadership and a diverse membership.

North Vietnam - The incorrect name for the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.

See DRV above. This usage leads to the notion that Vietnam is actually split into two states the same way that there are in the United States two states called North Dakota and South

Dakota and two states called North Carolina and South Carolina. Cf. "East Germany" and "West Germany" or "North Korea" and "South Korea". The United States wanted to foster this notion of course and did not recognize the official de jure government of the northern area of Vietnam and the de facto government of the southern area of Vietnam. Off its coast, in the Tonkin Gulf, the U.S. Navy delivered bombing attacks from "Yankee Station".

Operation Plan 34A - ARVN and mercenary units trained by U.S. Special 
Forces to conduct military attacks or raids against DRV. These were clandestine and controlled by the CIA and MACV. They began in 1961. The Maddox  was in the vicinity of one of these attacks and knew it when it came under attack from the DRV torpedo boats on 2 August 1964. Sometimes written OPLAN 34A.

PAVN - 
People's Army of Vietnam (North) - Regular army units from 
the north.

PLAF - 
People's Liberation Armed Forces (South) - Guerrillas in the 
south.

POW -
Prisoner of war. A former combatant (soldier) known to be 
captured alive and being held in an enemy prison camp.

RVN - 
The Republic of Vietnam. Based in the southern part of Vietnam, it claimed to represent only the southern region of Vietnam. It was the creation of the United States of America and was sustained by large amounts of U.S. economic and military aid. It was designed to be the "non-communist" Vietnam. The United States recognized the Republic of Vietnam and carried on diplomatic relations with it. Politicians and the press called it "South Vietnam". Saigon was the capital. Off its coast, the U.S. Navy "protected" it with bombing attacks from "Dixie Station".

South Vietnam - See RVN above.

VC - 
"Viet Cong" - Guerrillas in the south of Vietnam dedicated to 
the reunification of their country. They were communist in 
ideology and nationalistic in outlook. The term "Viet Cong" was 
a catch all phrase coined by Diem's administration to identify his 
"enemies." It translates as Vietnamese Communist. This was 
the


"enemy" of Saigon in the south. See NLF above.

I used to teach a high school course in journalism. Journalists like to use a formula for story gathering that features the 5 W’s and one H. It has some value for the student of history. (Keep in mind that journalists are not historians.)

The W’s are as follows: Who, What, When, Where and Why. H stands for How. The general idea is that if you can answer all of these  interrogations you will capture the complete story. 

Here are the basic 5 W’s and 1 H for the Vietnam Conflict. This list can be expanded or augmented as you see fit.

The 5 W's and H - Who, What, When, Where, Why and How?
Who?
Ho Chi Minh

Ngo Dinh Diem

Vo Nguyen Giap

Nguyen Van Thieu

John F. Kennedy

Lyndon B. Johnson

William C. Westmoreland

Robert S. McNamara

Dean Rusk

William Fulbright

Eugene J. McCarthy

George S. McGovern

Noam Chomsky

Howard Zinn

The Berrigans

Tom Hayden

Jane Fonda

Abbie Hoffman

Benjamin Spock, M.D.

Joan Baez

soldiers

prisoners

draft-resisters and draft-dodgers
What?

Viet Minh
National Liberation Front

"Viet Cong"

North Vietnam    Democratic Republic of Vietnam  (DRV)

South Vietnam   Republic of Vietnam  (RVN)

Hanoi

Saigon

Ho Chi Minh Trail

Seventeenth Parallel

ARVN

PAVN

Body Count

POW

MIA

KIA

Green Berets - Special Forces

Free Fire Zones

Surgical Strikes

Collateral Damage

Harassment and Interdiction Fire
When?
1941 - 1945
U.S.A., O.S.S. and Ho Chi Minh 

1946 - 1954   French Colonial War with American economic and military aid   

1955 - 1964   US  economic assistance and military advisors


1965 - 1973   US Combat Forces and some allies

1973 - 1975   US civilian advisors and money
Where?
South East Asia

Gulf of Tonkin

"Indo - China"

Vietnam   
North  (Communist)
Democratic Republic of Vietnam   Hanoi


South  (Non - communist)
Republic of Vietnam  Saigon

Laos

Cambodia

Thailand
Why?
Protect the American Empire - Make the world safe for capitalist investment. 

Containment of Communism - No nation is to be allowed to go communist.

China and Cuba were accidents.

Protect the "Free World."

Defend our "allies."

Defend our reputation for military success.

America never loses a war.

Avoid a nuclear war.
How?
B-52 raids   18 aircraft @ 30 tons per plane from six miles up above

Search and Destroy Operations: 



Sweep an area find and fix enemy; destroy enemy and any support 


he enjoys.  

Free Fire zones: Artillery, infantry and air strikes against any target.

Napalm bombs: jellied gasoline for intense fires

Mine fields

Artillery barrages

Helicopter and gunship attacks on "enemy"

Bomb the "Ho Chi Minh Trail"

Bomb North Vietnam and South Vietnam

Spray "Agent Orange" to kill vegetation: eliminate concealment and 

some cover

Raid villages

Take Prisoners

Capture Arms and Food

Kill “enemy” soldiers in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia.

Draft working class young men and give deferments to upper class 
young men.

Support and train military personnel from South Vietnam.

Accidentally kill civilians.  “Collateral Damage”

Intentionally kill civilians. War Crimes. Cf. My Lai Massacre)

Destroy the country in order to save it. 

Destroy America while you are at the task of destroying Vietnam.

Honor the mythology of the dead President- John Fitzgerald Kennedy

"...we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe..."

