March 1, 2013

Press Release: Historians Against War Conference, “The New Faces of War,” April 5-7, 2013, Baltimore MD
(Boston, MA) - On April 5, 6, and 7, 2013, Historians Against the War (HAW) will sponsor a conference of antiwar historians and activists at Towson University and St. John’s United Methodist Church in Baltimore. The conference, titled “The New Faces of War,” will explore the evolution and effects of U.S. wars in the aftermath of 9/11. The conference is open to the public; anyone interested in the topic is welcome to attend.
	The event should provide a vital forum for DC/Baltimore metro area antiwar citizens to meet up and share strategies and stories for organizing against militarism and eroding civil liberties. 
	Historians Against the War was formed at the time of the Iraq invasion in 2003. Its mission statement says: “We stand opposed to wars of aggression, military occupations of foreign lands, and imperial efforts by the United States and other powerful nations to dominate the internal life of other countries.”
	The conference examines the current state of American military actions overseas,  and the effects of war at home. “So many things about American warfare are different now than from the beginning of this century,” points out Jim O’Brien, an American historian and member of Historians Against the War. “It’s sometimes dizzying.”
	Current war crises addressed include the impact of 9/11 upon civil liberties; indefinite detention of suspects in the “war on terror”; the concentration of presidential powers during war; the rise of secrecy in government; the legalization of torture and extreme renditions; drone assassinations; and other subjects to raise consciousness about devising strategies to oppose and promote alternatives to militarism and new forms of legal repression overseas and domestically.
	Dr. Margaret Power, professor of Latin American history at the Illinois Institute of Technology in Chicago, believes “The ‘New Faces of War Conference’ is unique and important. It will bring together an exciting array of speakers to discuss U.S. wars in the world today and ways to oppose them.”
	An exciting evening program kicks off the conference at St. John’s United Methodist Church in Baltimore on Friday night, April 5 at 7:00pm; the program is open to the public and sponsored by HAW in collaboration with the local bookstore Red Emma’s. Speaking are Dr. Alfred W. McCoy, professor of history at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, and an authority on torture policies, and former military officer and diplomat Ann Wright of Voices of Conscience. 

	The conference will continue with more than twenty panels of historians, activists, and journalists at the Towson University campus on Saturday, April 6 and Sunday morning, April 7, beginning at 9:00 a.m. each day. Key speakers will include Dr. Rashid Khalidi of Columbia University, jNick Turse of TomDispatch.com, Phyllis Bennis of the Institute for Policy Studies, Dr. Vinay Lal of UCLA, and Dr. John Prados of the National Security Archive.    
	Dr. Akim Reinhardt, Associate Professor of American History at Towson University, believes that the support of his university will make this unique event inviting to scholars, students, and the general public: “As Maryland’s second largest school and being located in the Baltimore-Washington DC area, Towson University offers fertile ground for creating a union between academics and political activists in the antiwar movement.”
	HAW held two previous well-attended conferences, at the University of Texas/Austin in 2006, and Georgia State University in Atlanta, Georgia, in 2008. “This conference is a way for people to sit down and try to get a handle on what’s new and why, and what it means for those who are working for a more peaceful approach to this country’s place in the world,” adds O’Brien.
Friday, April 5: “The New Faces of War” conference kick-off speaker event at 7pm, St. John’s United Methodist Church, 2640 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD, in the Charles Village neighborhood.
Saturday, April 6: “The New Faces of War” conference, sessions from 9am to 6:45pm at Towson University, College of Liberal Arts building on the main campus, 8000 York Road, Towson, Maryland.
Sunday, April 7: “The New Faces of War” conference, sessions from 9am to 12:45, Towson University, College of Liberal Arts building on the main campus, 8000 York Road, Towson, Maryland.
Early Registration (before March 31): $50.00; student and low-income, $30.00. Go to http://www.historiansagainstwar.org/conf2013. (Onsite Registration: $55.00; student and low-income, $35.00.)
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